
LOCATION
The Hilton St. Petersburg is located at 333 First Street South, St. Petersburg, just 25 miles from 
award-winning Tampa International Airport via Interstate 275. Additional air service is available through
St. Petersburg/Clearwater International Airport and Albert Whitted Airport.
Directions From Tampa International Airport to Hotel: Exit airport and follow signs to I-275 South. Take 
I-275 South to exit 9 (Bayfront Center exit). Remain on the exit ramp until it ends at First Street South.
Take a left onto First Street South. This is a one way street. The Hilton St. Petersburg is on the left across
from the Bayfront Center.
Directions From St. Petersburg/Clearwater International Airport to Hotel: From State Road (S.R.) 686
(Roosevelt Blvd.) travel east to I-275 South. Take exit 9 (Bayfront Center exit). Remain on the exit ramp
until it ends at First Street South. Take a left onto First Street
South. This is a one way street. The Hilton St. Petersburg is on
the left across from the Bayfront Center.
Directions from Sarasota to Hotel: Take I-75 North to Exit 44
(I-275 North) across Sunshine Skyway Bridge to Exit 9.
Remain on exit ramp until you reach First Street South. 
Turn left. The Hilton will be two blocks on your left. 
(appr. 35 minutes)
A special hotel rate of $105 (single/double) has been
negotiated for this event.  To reserve your room, call the Hilton
directly at 888-843-6929 or 800-445-8667.  You must identify
yourself as a participant of the 4th Annual WMD Course to
receive the discounted rate.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 2003 (PRE-CONFERENCE)
7:30 am – 8:00 am Registration

SESSION # 1 (HAZMAT Operations)
8:00 am – 4:30 pm Hazardous Materials (HAZMAT) Awareness Level Certification

SESSION # 2 (PIO)
8:00 am – 4:30 pm Public Information Officer’s (PIO) FEMA Two Day Course

SESSION # 3 (Clinical)
8:00 am – 4:30 pm Hospital Provider Course
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2003 (PRE-CONFERENCE)
7:00 am – 8:00 am Conference Registration

SESSION # 1 (HAZMAT Operations)
8:00 am – 4:30 pm Hazardous Materials (HAZMAT) Operations Level Certification 

Prerequisite - Awareness Level 
SESSION # 2 (PIO)

8:00 am – 4:30 pm Public Information Officer’s (PIO) FEMA Two Day Course
SESSION # 3 (Clinical)

8:00 am – 4:30 pm Hospital Emergency Incident Command System (H.E.I.C.S.)
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm LUNCH ON YOUR OWN

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2003 
7:00 am – 4:00 pm Conference Registration

SESSION # 1 (HAZMAT Operations)
8:00 am – 4:30 pm Hazardous Materials (HAZMAT) Operations Level Certification

SESSION # 2 Main Conference & Round Robin
8:00 am – 8:15 am Welcome Mary Levenson, PhD 

John Agwunobi, MD
8:15 am – 9:30 am Terrorism Response: Surviving the Keynote – Paul Maniscalco,

Rhetoric - Planning the Response MPA, PhD, (c) EMT/P
A Contemporary Threat Brief and 
Assessment of Capacity to Respond to 
Terrorism in the United States 

9:30 am – 9:45 am Break
9:45 am – 10:15 am The Problem of Surge Capacity in Kristi Koenig, MD

America’s Healthcare network
10:20 am – 10:35 am Department of Health Emergency Ellery Gray, PhD

Operations Current Initiatives
10:40 am – 11:40 am Telemedicine Michael Haney, PhD, NCC, LMHC,

Adam Darkins, MD, MPH, FRCS,
Ron Poropatich, COL, MD

11:45 am – 1:00 pm LUNCH  
1:00 pm – 5:30 pm ROUND ROBIN
1:00 pm – 1:30 pm GPRMC/SMART Team Overview LTC Donald Lett
1:40 pm – 2:10 pm Chemical GPRMC/SMART
2:20 pm – 2:50 pm Biological  GPRMC/SMART
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Radiological/Nuclear GPRMC/SMART
3:40 pm – 4:10 pm Telemedicine GPRMC/SMART
4:20 pm – 4:50 pm BURN GPRMC/SMART
5:00 pm – 5:30 pm Trauma GPRMC/SMART

MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2003
7:00 am – 4:00 pm Conference Registration



SESSION # 1 Comprehensive Emergency Management 
8:00 am – 8:50 am Department of Health & Human Services J. Gary Sirmons, MS

(DHHS) Initiative and Response Assets
9:00 am – 9:50 am Incident Action Planning Bill Dart
10:00 am – 10:50 am JCAHO Emergency Management Pete Brewster

Standards
11:00 am – 11:50 pm Disaster Mental Health Francheska  Austin, MSW
11:50 am – 1:00 pm LUNCH 
1:00 pm – 1:50 pm FDOH Initiatives Ellery Gray, PhD
2:00 pm – 2:50 pm Netherlands Terrorism Initiatives Theo VanStiphout, RN
3:00 pm – 3:50 pm The Threat: Critical Issues for the Paul Kim, MD

Healthcare Industry
4:00 pm – 4:50 pm EOC Design and Operations Gary Vickors

Tom Leto, CEM, FPEM
SESSION # 2 Comprehensive Emergency Management 

8:00 am – 8:50 am FDOH Initiatives Ellery Gray, PhD
9:00 am – 9:50 am Netherlands Terrorism Initiatives Theo VanStiphout, RN
10:00 am – 10:50 am The Threat: Critical Issues for the Paul Kim, MD

Healthcare Industry
11:00 am – 11:50 pm EOC Design and Operations Gary Vickors

Tom Leto, CEM, FPEM
11:50 am – 1:00 pm LUNCH 
1:00 pm – 1:50 pm United Kingdom Terrorism Initiatives Judith Fisher, MD
2:00 pm – 2:50 pm Incident Action planning Bill Dart
3:00 pm – 3:50 pm JCAHO Emergency Management Standards Pete Brewster
4:00 pm – 4:50 pm Disaster Mental Health Francheska Austin, MSW

SESSION # 3 (Clinical)
8:00 am – 8:10 am Announcements 
8:15 am – 9:15 am Recent National Initiatives in Scott Lillibridge, MD

Emergency Management
9:15 am – 10:00 am Public Health Preparedness Jack Pittman, MS
10:00 am – 10:15 am Break
10:15 am – 11:00 am National Pharmaceutical Stockpile David Teeter, PharmD, Jerry Hill
11:00 am – 11:45 am Sample collection and laboratory analysis Ming Chan, PhD
11:45 am – 11:50 am Wrap Up
11:50 pm – 1:00 pm LUNCH 
1:00 pm – 1:50 pm Research Based Solutions for Theodore Cieslak, COL, MD

Biological Terrorism
2:00 pm – 2:50 pm Surveillance and Epidemiology Steven Wiersma, MD, MPH

for Bio-terrorism
2:50 pm – 3:00 pm Break
3:00 pm – 3:50 pm Recognizing and Reporting a WMD Event Cathy Carrubba, MD
4:00 pm – 4:50 pm Emergency Health Preparedness and William Dice, MD, FACEP

Bioterrorism
4:50 pm – 5:00 pm Closing

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2003
CONFERENCE FINAL DAY 

8:00 am – 8:50 am United Kingdom Emergency Preparedness Judith Fisher, MD
Issues and How It Relates To Current
Initiatives In The United States

9:00 am – 9:50 am Chemical Weapons of Mass Effect:  Charles Hurst, COL, MD
Near and Long-Term Clinical Issues

9:50 am – 10:05 am Break
10:05 am – 10:50 am Current WMD Preparedness in The Netherlands Theo Van Stephout, RN
11:00 am – 11:50 am Regional WMD Taskforce Initiatives Jennifer Bencie, MD, MSA
11:50 am – 1:00 pm LUNCH
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm Panel Discussion: Drs. Carrubba, Cieslak, Lillibridge, Koenig, Gray, Hurst, Bencie & Reid
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm Wrap Up



PURPOSE 
To provide education and training to responders, healthcare providers, emergency managers and 
others who may be involved in managing an incident involving Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)

TARGET AUDIENCE
Physicians, Physician Assistants, Nurses, Nurse Practitioners, EMT’s, Paramedics, Healthcare 
Administrators, Managers and CEO’s, Emergency Managers in Local, State and Federal roles, 
Public Health Officials, First Responders and other clinicians

OUTCOME OBJECTIVES - EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
At the conclusion of this program participants will be able to:

• Identify the current issues surrounding WMD
• Explain Crisis vs. Consequence management
• Describe roles of various levels of government, when responding to a WMD incident
• Define Incident Management
• Cite principles of management of health of responders
• Describe concepts of managing mass fatality incidents
• Demonstrate appropriate principles of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and

decontamination in a WMD incident
• Explain potential roles and relationships of participants in WMD incidents
• Demonstrate effective inter and intra agency/organization communication and coordination

OUTCOME OBJECTIVES - HEALTHCARE FACILITY
DECONTAMINATION

At the conclusion of this track, the participant will be able to:
• Understand and be able to discuss the risks first responders face when performing

decontamination of victims exposed to hazardous materials
• Discuss the application of specific principles to ensure personal safety during hazardous

material operations
• Identify the resources and appropriate notifications necessary during an incident

involving hazardous materials
• Determine the appropriate level of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for specific

hazardous material incidents.
• Demonstrate decontamination procedures

OUTCOME OBJECTIVES - CLINICAL
At the conclusion of this track the participant will be able to:
• Describe the roles of Emergency Medical Services (EMS) in a WMD incident
• Cite specific areas of consideration for the Emergency Department in a WMD incident
• Cite the principles of assessment and care management for patients exposed to radionuclides,

chemical and biological agents
• Describe the role of the laboratory in WMD incidents
• Demonstrate the ability to triage patients involved in a WMD incident

OUTCOME OBJECTIVES - PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICERS 
At the conclusion of this track the participant will be able to:
• Describe the role of a Public Information Officer in a WMD incident
• Cite specific areas of consideration for the information released to the media
• Cite the principles of assessment and the gathering of information to be disseminated
• Demonstrate the ability to disseminate information in a press conference setting



REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Registration Fees: The registration fees are indicated below and include participant attendance in the selected Track
(space permitting), conference material, refreshment breaks, exhibits, and CE credit. 
Checks must be made payable to “USF MSSC” (University of South Florida Medical Services Support Corporation) and
mailed to USF Office of Continuing Professional Education, Attn. PT2003305-1170, 
P.O. Box 917590, Orlando, FL 32891-7590.  Federal ID number is # 59-2944683. Registrations paid by credit card (Visa,
MasterCard, American Express) may be faxed to (813) 974-3217 and MUST be accompanied by a registration form.  A $25
fee will be charged on any returned checks or declined credit cards. Only U.S. dollars are accepted and credit card 
transactions are processed in U.S. dollars, subject to the current exchange rate.
For your convenience, registration may also be done on line. A secure registration site is located at www.cme.hsc.usf.edu.
All fees are non-refundable, and registration will be handled on a first come, first served basis.
For exhibit opportunities and information, please visit www.va.gov/wmd/exhibit.htm.

ACCREDITATION
PHYSICIANS:

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies 
of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint 
sponsorship of the University of South Florida College of Medicine and Bay Pines VAMC.  The 
University of South Florida College of Medicine is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.
The University of South Florida College of Medicine designates this educational activity for a 
maximum of 23.0  hours in category 1 credit towards the AMA Physicians Recognition Award.  Each 
physician should claim only those hours of credit that he/she actually spent in the educational activity.

NURSES:
This activity for 27.6 contact hours is provided by the University of South Florida College of 
Nursing, which is accredited as a provider of continuing education in nursing by the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.  Each nurse should claim only those 
hours of credit that he/she actually spent in the educational activity.

EMT/PARAMEDICS:
This activity has been approved for up to 23.0 hours of continuing education for EMS providers.

PSYCHOLOGISTS:
The University of South Florida College of Medicine is approved by the American Psychological 
Association to offer continuing education for psychologists. The University of South Florida College 
of Medicine is offering this activity for up to 23.0 hours of continuing education credit.  The 
University of South Florida College of Medicine maintains responsibility for the educational
integrity of the program.

Continuing Education certificates will be awarded to participants following the activity.  Records of 
attendance will be on file in the USF Office of Continuing Professional Education for a period of six years.

PRE-CONFERENCE (JANUARY 24, 2003):
Please choose from one of the tracks listed below:

Session # 1  Hospital Decontamination - Awareness Level Course: (Seating is limited to 100 participants)
Session # 2 Public Information Officers Course: (Seating is limited to 100 participants)
Session # 3 Hospital Emergency Incident Command System (HEICS): (Seating is limited to 70 participants)

Early Registration Registration Walk in Registration
Prior toDecember 11, 2002 Deadline is December 31, 2002 January 1, 2003-Date of Conference

Non-government: $160 $185 $260
Government: (Federal, State, and Local) $135 $160 $235

MAIN CONFERENCE (JANUARY 25-28, 2003):
Seating is limited to 450 participants

Early Registration Registration Walk in Registration
Prior to December 11, 2002 Deadline is December 31, 2002 January 1, 2003-Date of Conference

Non-government: $360 $385 $460
Government: (Federal, State, and Local) $260 $285 $360  

MAIN CONFERENCE (SINGLE DAY ATTENDANCE RATE)
Early Registration Registration Walk in Registration

Prior to December 11, 2002  Deadline is December 31, 2002 January 1, 2003 Date of Conference
Non-government: $160 $185 $260  
Government: (Federal, State, and Local) $135 $160 $235 



FACULTY

John Agwunobi, MD
Secretary
Florida Department of Health
Tallahassee, Florida 
Francesca M. Austin, MSW
Area Emergency Manager
Emergency Management Strategic 
Healthcare Group
Veterans Health Administration
Jennifer Bencie, MD, MSA
Administrator
Seminole County Health Department
Karen Biancolillo, RN, MBA
VA Medical Center
Brooklyn, NY
Peter W. Brewster
VA Office of Operations, Security 
and Preparedness
Roudebush VAMC
Indianapolis, IN
Catherine L. Carrubba, MD
Assistant Professor
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL
Ming Chan, PhD
Bureau Chief, Bureau of Laboratories
Florida Department of Health
Jacksonville, Florida 
COL Ted J. Cieslak, MD
Brooke Army Medical Center 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas 
Adam Darkins, MD, MPH, FRCS
Telemedicine
Veterans Health Administration
Denver, CO 
Bill Dart
Management Analyst
Florida Department of Health
Tallahassee, Florida
William Dice, MD, FACEP
Director of Public Health Preparedness
Erie County Department of Health
New York, NY
Judith M. Fisher, FRCGP, FFAEM,
FIMC(Ed)
Medical Director
Essex Ambulance Service Trust
Broomfield, Chelmsford, UK
Ellery Gray, PhD
Chief, Emergency Operations
Florida Department of Health
Tallahassee, Florida 
Ronnie Goldstien
Director of Public Affairs
Pinellas County, FL

Michael Haney, PhD
Division Director, Prevention and
Intervention, Children’s Medical Services
Florida Department of Health
Tallahassee, Florida
Jerry Hill
Bureau Chief, Statewide 
Pharmaceutical Services
Florida Department of Health
Tallahassee, Florida 
COL Charles G. Hurst, MD 
USA, MRICD/MCMR-UV-ZM
Arlington Proving Grounds, MD
Paul Kim, MD
Area Emergency Manager
Emergency Management Strategic
Healthcare Group
Veterans Health Administration
Kristi L. Koenig, MD
Chief Consultant, 
Emergency Management Strategic 
Healthcare Group
Veterans Health Administration
LTC Donald Lett
Chief, Homeland Security
U.S. Army Medical Command MCOP-P 
Fort Sam Houston, TX
Thomas Leto, FPEM, CEM
Emergency Management Healthcare Specialist
Department of Emergency Management 
Pinellas County, Florida
Scott R. Lillibridge, MD
Director, Center for Biosecurity and Disaster
Preparedness, Professor of Epidemiology
University of Texas 
Health Sciences Center
School of Public Health
Houston, TX
Patrick C. McDaniel
GPRMC SMART Resource Adviser/LNO
BAMC BC Plans Officer
Ft. Sam Houston, TX
Steven J. O’Keefe
Bay Pines VA Medical Center
Veterans Health Administration
Jack Pittman
Director, Office of Public Health Preparedness
Florida Department of Health
Tallahassee, Florida 
COL Ron Poropatich, M.D.
Director, Telemedicine Directorate
Walter Reed Army Medical Center
Washington, DC

W. Michael Reid, PhD, MBA

Director, Florida Center for Public Health
Preparedness
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL
J. Gary Sirmons
Emergency Coordinator, Office of 
Emergency Preparedness
U.S. Public Health Service Region IV
Atlanta, Georgia 
Joseph Stevens, MBA
Area Manager, EMSHG
VA Medical Center
Brooklyn, NY
Theo A.G.W. Van Stiphout, RN
Netherlands Institute on Emergency and 
Disaster Medicine
P/a Central Military Hospital
Steven Wiersma, MD
Bureau Chief, State Epidemiologist
Florida Department of Health
Tallahassee, Florida

Chief Maniscalco is a member of the Department of Defense, Defense Science Board,
Transnational Threat Study and the Homeland Defense – Chemical Weapons Task
Force; the Department of Defense, Interagency Board (IAB) EMS/Medical Working
Group and an Advisor to the Defense Advanced Research Project Agency ENCOM-
PASS project.  He is also an appointee to the United States Congressionally mandated
National Panel to Assess Domestic Preparedness (Gilmore Commission) and holds an
appointment to the Harvard University, John F. Kennedy School of Government and
Department of Justice Executive Session on Domestic Preparedness, a three-year panel
examining the issues of responding to acts of terrorism.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Paul M. Maniscalco, MPA, Ph.D.(c) EMT/P
Adjunct Assistant Professor
George Washington University
School of Medicine and Health Sciences
Past President of the National Association of 
Emergency Medical Technicians
Chairman of the NAEMT National EMS 
Administrators Division

Educational grant provided by Echerd Drugs

PLANNING
COMMITTEE
PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Gregory B. Watts, CHSP
Area Emergency Manager
VA Medical Center
Bay Pines, FL
ASSISTANT PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Randall A. Hess
Management Assistant (VISN 8)
Emergency Management, 
Strategic Healthcare Network
VA Medical Center
Bay Pines, FL
Jennifer Bencie, MD
Connie Boatright, RN, MSN
James Carmona
Bill Dart
Larry Diehl
Ronnie Fetzko
Ellery Gray, PhD
Paul Hughes
Tom Leto, FPEM
Mary Levenson, PhD
Patrick McDaniel
Nadine Mescia, MHS
Stewart Siddall, MD
David Teeter, PharmD
Thomas Weaver, FACHE



REGISTRATION INFORMATION

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
PREPAREDNESS THROUGH PARTNERSHIP

January 24-28, 2003
St. Petersburg’s Hilton Hotel • St. Petersburg, Florida

PT2003305-1170

Name: ____________________________________________________________Title: ________________

Address: ________________________________________County: ________________________________

City: ____________________________________________State: __________Zip: __________________

Specialty: __________________________________Social Sec.# __________________________________

License #: __________________________________Daytime Phone: ______________________________

FAX: ______________________________________E-mail: ______________________________________
Occupational Category: Administrative  Associated Health  Physician  Dentist  Nurse
Employer Category: VHA   VBA   NCA   Other Federal   Non-Federal
USF COM Alumni  Yes  No  Year of Graduation: ____________________________________________
For exhibit opportunities and information, please visit www.va.gov/wmd/exhibit.htm.

If you are an exhibitor at this conference, check here 

Enclosed is my check made payable to: USF Medical Services Support Corporation (USF MSSC)
in the amount of $__________________________________________________________________________
Charge my Credit Card:   Visa    Mastercard    AMEX  Amount: $ ____________________________

Card Number:______________________________________________Exp. Date: ___________________________
Signature: ____________________________________________________Date: ___________________________

RETURN REGISTRATION FORM AND PAYMENT TO:
ATT: PT2003305-1170

For further information please call the Office of Continuing Professional Education at: 
(813) 974-4296 or 1-800-852-5362

Please mail registration form with payment to
University of South Florida MSSC Continuing Professional Education

P.O. Box 917590, Orlando, FL 32891-7590
Fax: (813) 974-3217 or register online at www.cme.hsc.usf.edu

Please type or print clearly

PRE-CONFERENCE (JANUARY 24, 2003):
Please choose from one of the tracks listed below:

Session # 1  Hospital Decontamination - Awareness Level Course: (Seating is limited to 100 participants)
Session # 2 Public Information Officers Course: (Seating is limited to 100 participants)
Session # 3 Hospital Emergency Incident Command System (HEICS): (Seating is limited to 70 participants)

Early Registration Registration Walk in Registration
Prior toDecember 11, 2002 Deadline is December 31, 2002 January 1, 2003-Date of Conference

Non-government: $160 $185 $260
Government: (Federal, State, and Local) $135 $160 $235
MAIN CONFERENCE (JANUARY 25-28, 2003):

Seating is limited to 450 participants
Early Registration Registration Walk in Registration

Prior to December 11, 2002 Deadline is December 31, 2002 January 1, 2003-Date of Conference
Non-government: $360 $385 $460
Government: (Federal, State, and Local) $260 $285 $360  
MAIN CONFERENCE (SINGLE DAY ATTENDANCE RATE)

Early Registration Registration Walk in Registration
Prior to December 11, 2002  Deadline is December 31, 2002 January 1, 2003 Date of Conference

Non-government: $160 $185 $260  
Government: (Federal, State, and Local) $135 $160 $235 


